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REFERENCE FORMAT 

 
 
Within your text: 
 

Literature citations within the text must be by name (just the last name) of 
author(s), in normal font, and year, either in grammatical sequence ("... and Blue et al. 
(1970) maintained that π is 3.14, whereas Greene and Brown (1971) argued that it is 
22/7") or as a parenthetical expression ("... the issue is not subject to legislation (White, 
1937) even though ..."). For two authors, name both; for more than two authors use the 
"et al." notation. For multiple citations otherwise indistinguishable, follow the year by a, 
b, c... to make the distinction ("Black (1998a) observed blueschist and Black (1998b) 
observed greenschist, even though the predominant rock type is redbeds (Black, 1998b; 
Black and Magenta, 1998; Greene and Blue, 1999a,b)"). Use semicolons to separate 
multiple citations in a parenthetical list. 

 
Simply, citation within paper: 
General: 
Blah blah blah blah blah (author, date) 
Single author: 
(Author, 19xx) 
Two authors:  
(Author1 and Author2, 200x) 
> two authors: 
(Author1 et al., 19xx)  
 
For multiple references by the same (first) author, first list chronologically all 

single-author works (e.g., Black (1988), Black (1989a), Black (1989b)), then two-
author papers alphabetically (Black and Brown (1991), Black and Brown (1992), 
Black and Greene (1987)), then three or more authors chronologically (Black, Brown 
and Blue (1989), Black, Blue and Brown (1991)).  

 
If you use direct quotations you MUST always cite them in quotation marks. As a 

rule, you should NOT cite anything which you have not personally read (the relevant 
part, at least). 

 
 

In your reference list: 

Each citation in text, tables or figure captions must be entered in the 
References section, showing all authors, year, title and source (journal, book, thesis, 
etc., with inclusive page numbers. Each reference must be a hanging-indent 



paragraph. Author names should be given surname first, followed by initials (without 
intervening commas). Names of journals and of books should be in italics; names of 
journals should be abbreviated following standard conventions. Journal and serial 
volume numbers, if applicable, should be in bold font. The following examples show 
formats for various types of sources.  

 
1. Single author journal article: 
Petrophilas D. C. (1997) Rocks I have known and loved. Geochim. Cosmochim. Acta 

61, 123-321. 
 
2. Two authors journal article: 
Bells J. D. and Whistles H. P. (1995) Asperity-limited tectonic lithofacies 

juxtaposition in the northeastern South-Central Mountains, West Virginia. J. 
Geophys. Res. 447, 7767-7776. 

 
3. Multiple authors paper (in a special volume): 
Butcher N. D., Baker R. B., Waxwright C. M., Tinker Jr., D. R. C. and Taylor G. J. 

(1998) Sm-Nd, Rb-Sr, U-Th-Pb, Re-Os and K-Ar isotope systematics in 762 
subangular pebbles from the bed of Oompa-Loompa Creek, Glacier National 
Park. In Mesozoic Volcanic Activity in North America (eds. P. M. Thieux and 
F. T. Frough). Cambridge Univ. Press, Cambridge. pp. 417-496. 

 
4. Book 
Nixon R. M. (1975) I Am Not a Crook. Vantage Press, New York. 
 
5. Abstract: 
Gibbs J. W. and Helmholtz H. L. (1997) Thermodynamic properties of triskadeka-

biphenyl complexes of Fe++ and Zn++ in the range 80o-85oC at pH 4.5 in 
aqueous solution from the ice in which ALH 84001 was recovered. Lunar 
Planet. Sci. XXVIII. Lunar Planet. Inst., Houston. #7654 (abstracts). 

 
6. Thesis: 
Harvard J. (1787) Investigations on why the ground in New England is so rocky. Ph. 

D. thesis, Yale Univ. 
 

Authors should take care that all literature citations, in figure captions and 
tables as well as main text, have accompanying entries in the References, and also 
that there are no superfluous entries.  

 

(Taken from Information for Contributors, Geochimica et Cosmochimica 
Acta, website.) 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


